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Settle In & Succeed

Pre-Arrival Web-Seminar for New International First-Year Students
Winter Semester 2026/27
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Team International Degree-Seeking Students

Your point of contact

= Orientation at TH Koln and in Germany
= Right of residence/immigration office

» Financing your studies

= Housing/Accommodation

= Health insurance

= Challenges during your studies
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If we do not have the answer to your question, we will also support you in finding the right contact persons.
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For Starters
Have a look at our website

Visa and Residence Permit
Accommodation
Health Insurance

Financing Your Studies

After your Arrival

TH K&ln Buddy Program

: — Getting Started
- Students o efting >tarte
w_\m“ Trr—— Degree-5eeking Students
Areommadatice F Hawtdas Indeinatennsd (s E\-‘E nts
e g =h Insurance & Balzre youe Arriwnl
Finarsing Your Sdudies ¥ yoar Suar of Sudie i TH KRR

Advisory Services

=
After your Arhwal sl L In e

e Health and Safety
Garttineg Rt Welcome to TH Kdln Leisure
Events [ TR T A L S I
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W!W| W! www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students
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http://www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

First Steps @TH Koln Presentation
Available for download

Offers for intermational first-year
students

Just Arvived [/ Getting Started

Thee gabibes bav ot Fornt chargs I Gty aeed o
TH i

WWW
A Y, BITD - arvlises eennl
= Just Berivedl (FOF 0
First Steps@TH Kbln: Pre-Ardval
Web-Seminar for new

English]
Yo b recestly redeivnl an
TH Edde! Congraiutations!

th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

e e P

First Steps @TH Koln
¥ =

First Steps @TH Kiln

2 IFirpt Stwpa @ TH Nals Freperistian On
Engligh] (PO § b

Events

Fap) 00 M2 Y - Diowew Cisreultanao Hoans
B Orling Cofdultaton Fours b imeinalianal
deipee Heeking And DrosseTive Sade
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== Fieil S1epa @TH Eols Prisanatien [in
Garmagn] P08 5wl
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http://www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

Events for You
Keep your eyes open!

Interrational # Incomings [ Degree-Secking Shadents ¢ Evants

oot 111111/ Workshops /111111111111

S /// Culture ///111111111111H11T111T7]

Financing Your Studi

St /1111111711 Get-together ////1////
CHI0 Sy Do Events /////11117111111T1H1TTTTTTTT

B Diee Ceite aif Deutsch anseben
Events for International Students

Discover oer diverre svents designed espetially for internations! Audents! Look forward 1o

informative welasminan, hasdi-on '-ﬁ'l'hlhﬁ.- and w-ﬂm winiti. Do fet miis this
opporienlty o enrhds your stedles with waluable experiences. We are bookimeg fersard to seeing
youl

Subscribe to AStA events

¥ Wish-Saminars and Eoents

W, iWI W Link to events overview
¥ worikaops “Applcation Training and Genman Wark Culturs” w -

¥ Waorkihops “Bcadermic Writing snd Cammunication®

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/events-for-international-students_128472.php

International Degree-Seekings
Digital Info Sessions

Moy 18, 2026 - Web-Seminas for intemational

e 04, 2026 - Wol-Serninar for intermational

stiaerils studedts

Student jobs in Germany - finance Residence Permit for 5?"“’

your studies and get ready for your Purposes and the Immigration
Office [in English]

career [in English]

Germany offers a big vaniety of job oppartunities
for students. Of courss you can work in a bar or

Are you an international stisdent at TH Koln with
& student visa or a residence permit for sbudy
purposes? Leam mare about your obdigations,

dnili-.'erp-i.z'zas..llu:;!}u alsacar-mirnjnh: the imnigration office. and helphul tips loe
related 1o pour Sudies 1o get rebevant wor extending your fesidence permit, Stay informed
experience, which can be a good kick off for your and well prepared —we ook forward to seeing
career, Join aur welb-seminar for mone youl ® More

information. ¥ Mare
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International Degree-Seekings
Digital Info Sessions

Now 24, 2026 - Web-Seminar for international
students

Intercultural Skills for Studying in
Germany [in English]

Our interactive web-Seminar preparss you 1o
understand cultwral differences in everyday
university life and to avold unclear situations,
Galin practical inslghts into fopécs such as direct
cammunicalion, taking self-initigtive, interacting
with professors, and the robe of rules, Register
ikl ¥ Mane

Dec 08, 2026 - Web-%eminar for international
students

Side Jobs for International
Students - Know Your Rights and
Responsibilities [in English]

Do you want to work in Germasty while you
Siudy? bn s web seminar "Side kabd o
internationad Students - Knoe Your Rights and
Resporsibilisies” you will ges impoetant
information about your emplaymsent rights in
Germary. And cut more abouf waorking howrs,
tax and social secueity abligations so that you are
aptimally prepared. We will support youl

B Maora
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Ready, Study, Go

»  Support for your academic success

* Preparation for the German labor market

+ Web-seminars and workshops on study financing, academic writing, student jobs, job application
trainings and German work culture...

* Networking events with companies in Cologne and the region: Company visits, career fair, employer
breakfast...

« Career counselling

AP

www th-koeln.de/ready study go

A\UP4
Linked}] Ready, Study, Go @TH Kéin

Contact: ready_study go@th-koeln.de / open office hours: Mondays 10am - noon, Deutz Campus (ZN 2-2)

© www.flaticon.com
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http://www.th-koeln.de/ready_study_go
https://www.linkedin.com/company/readystudygo

Consultation Hours

‘.‘ On campus (Deutz, Gummersbach, Sudstadt) €<———
g Online
L/
By telephone
[z

Need more time?
Sensitive matter?
Schedule an
individual appointment
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Let‘s stay connected!
Our communication channels

@ Stay tuned on Instagram:

@nal-degree-seekings@th-koeln.de
© www.pixabay.com

W, iwI wi v Contact details and office hours

N4

@thkoeln_international

Feel free to contact us and
watch out for emails from us:

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/contact-international-degree-seeking-students_112254.php

Your CampusManagementSystem

CaMSs for you!

m Appecants || Siugents. || 5taf

Weicome (o CaM5 - TH K&in's campus managemant sysiem
TH Kiin's campus managemen! sysiem CaMs s TH Koin's oeniral online platicem for applicants, sSadents and stafl

Applicant

Hpugmp Ha'lh::n and login fof applicants 3
Students Once you are fully enrolled...
Infoemation and login for students of TH Kiin 5 <€

...you log on to CaMS as a Student with your
Campus ID!

atafy
o Infdmalicn and login for TH Kaln's staff ~
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Your CampusManagementSystem

= Update personal contact details C a M S fo r yo u !

-> especially your address, once you have found
permanent accommodation in Germany!

= Qverview on your payments and fees
= Download certificates of enrollment

» For some programs: exam management

AP

WWW More info on CaMS

\ur24

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/cams---th-koelns-campus-management-system_99753.php

Student Email and IT Services

Have you activated your CampusID?
Have you set up MFA, yet? (Multi-Factor Authentication = without MFA: no access to central IT services)
Have you looked into your smail account?

< N X X

Please note: during your studies, the Student and Examination Services
(and some professors) will only accept emails from your TH Koln smail address
for identification and security reasons

Important!

Check and read your university emails!

Great!
www More info on IT services joniy avaiabie in German v’ Software, like Microsoft Office 365
tti. free of charge
‘@’ Video Tutorial CampusID v Included in your semester fee

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/hochschule/campus-it_3866.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_13

Your student ID card
in short: MultiCa = Multifunctional chip card

Important

Sk Rechaology After arrival, please validate your card
e on campus.

Marlles Manuela

P 23456789 = | Your matriculation number

= |dentification for exams

" Library card A‘:\ve not received your card, yet?\
» As identification for your semester ticket

« Send an email to your Student and

= To get the reduced prices in the university canteens Examination Service

» To get other student discounts  If you have put down our address
in CaMS, please come and pick it

m \ up once you have arrived.

WWW More info on MultiCa

{7

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/multica_5893.php#sprungmarke_1_47
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/multica_5893.php

Your Semester Ticket

» Free use of busses, trams and regional trains

» Included in semester fee

= Valid in the whole of Germany (Deutschlandticket)

= No express trains (IC or ICE) or other special trains

= Don'’t forget to download it and save it to your smartphone

Please note
I Only valid with picture ID!

Great!
T v" You can also rent bikes
Wwww More info on semester ticket v Included in your semester ticket

|E2|| Video Tutorial semester ticket

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/semester-ticket_114905.php
https://www.kvb-rad.de/koeln/en/campusbike/
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_18

Who is Who at TH Koln?
Your university orbit

Academic
Advising ERnT

Office International
Degree-Seeking

Academic Students

Coordinator

Faculty

Administration

Student and
Examination
Services

Professors/ Other
lecturers Services
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The Semester Start
Some Tips

In Germany, studies are very self-organized
— no obligation to take every class scheduled for your semester
(the module hand book with the study plan are a guideline)
— personal initiative and self-discipline are required
— own research for information is expected

dio / www.istock.com

Join first semester groups (e.g. on WhatsApp) and attend first semester events (city tour, parties...) to
make contacts

Watch your time management and aim for a good work-life-balance (sports, friends, other activities...)
If you have any questions, just ask! You don’t have to know everything right from the start ©

Seek consultation in your Faculty, if need be

Technology
Arts Sciences
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The Semester Start
Faculty contact

Who is my Faculty contact?

= Not a standardized term or system

= Points of contact may be called: Gl P
= Academic advisor
» Program coordinator
» Academic program director
» Program administration

= Contact persons will be published on the website of your study program

Good to know!
Professors have office hours.
Look them up on their personal pages.

Technology
Arts Sciences
TH Koln



The Semester Start
Schedule

Where can | find my schedule?
= Own research for information is expected

= Check information on the website
of your study program

» Check ILU and any other
platforms mentioned

Technu_lngr

Arts Sciences

TH Kéin

Home About Academics  Inbernationad

Apsdrnias | Progem O Cooer ard D

Progam ¥ [ Seiie il Doatic armrben
= Commmuynication Syifema and ; y 3
SR Communication Systems and Networks (Master's

Prespram Content program)

Irdgrrmation ard cormmanicaibeon
tahiraskigdan grd ] ariabibubad irasarky
wll izclamtrisl Balds ared e privats wectar,
This iedy @rcrg i B0 oG e BT
Sritaern sl Hafmrerhi slirms pradesn ta
axhaer g deaper urderlandng of the
comrghan [eamerm ol reodess sad lutere
commansabon gpiene ard svican

=  Attend the first semester introduction of your faculty

and be informed about program structure, course and exam registration

(date will be published on your program website)

AP

WW| W! More info on semester start

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/information-for-first-year-students_75721.php

Language Learning Center
German language courses

IMPORTANT ADVICE:

» Make time in your schedule to include a German language course

German language skills are extremely important when it comes to finding a part-time job

Solid German skills help you to settle in more easily inside and outside the university

Great!
=  German courses on levels A1 to B2+

_ v" Free of charge
= Thematic German courses:

. _ v Included in your semester fee
Technical German, How to hold a presentation, How to apply

= Writing Consultation for International Students (German as a Foreign Language)

Placement tests:
W, iwI wi ' More info on German courses S
W) eptember 21 to October 8, 2026

Register now!

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/german-as-a-foreign-language_78581.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/placement-tests_124514.php

Learn German

Additional tips [ V“s
Book a course at a private language school, e.g. VHS (Volkshochschule) A R D 1

- Attend “Deutsch-Treff” at Café Freiraum (Deutz campus) Mediathek

on Wednesdays 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.
« Check out the Media centers of German TV channels; e.g. ARD/ZDF
« Watch Tagesschau (German news broadcast) in simple German language
» Sign up for TANDEM (an offer from University of Cologne, open to all

University students in Cologne)

tagesschau®
[ Eineacon spancse |

[ 4 i ‘
W More info on Tandem w ?

L4 r,i
05.10.2026 Technology
Seite 21 Arts Sciences
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https://www.tandem-unikoeln.de/

Fachschaft :
Student Association of Your Faculty &

N ¢
" ki S o |
b & | '} Pt
g & A
ol A o i \
® negii-gle’s
: i

© https:/lfigsbau-Koelilideltear

= organize social events for first-year students LA

= sell lecture notes or exams from previous semesters L o

= help you with questions about the timetable

= provide information on examination matters, for example how to behave in case of illness
during exams and in which cases you can view your exam

= you can drop by the student association’s open office hours without an appointment

Great!

v less formal
/¢D>\ v"insider information from
www More info other students
A4 —
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_4

Library
For your research

Each campus has its own library

Borrow books

Research for articles

Quiet space for self-studies and group work

Good to know!

Guided library tours in English
(Deutz, Sudstadt and Gummersbach)

AR

www More info on library

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/university-library_71012.php

Coming with a Family or Child?
Family Service

Balancing studies and family is challenging for everyone.

Since 2011, we have been certified as a “family-friendly university”

and continue to support families at our university.

Schedule your one-on-one confidential consultation, whether it is on:

Finding suitable child care options (daycare/summer programs)
Obtaining information on maternity and parental leave
Organization of work and study time

Questions about financial support options for students with children

Caring for sick/elderly family members

AR

www More info on Family Service

Family Matters

Familienservice

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/family-friendly-university_74533.php

Startup Service
Gateway TH Kaln Q Gatgway
TH Koln

The startup service offers:

advice and support on funding opportunities and financing

information on all aspects of self-employment, start-ups and entrepreneurship

15-minute initial consultation for your startup idea

1-hour consultation on your individual idea

co-working spaces

AR

W More info on Gateway TH Koln

© www flaticon.com T@Ch n0|Ogy
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/research/start-ups_84170.php

General Students‘ Committee

asta
AStA = Allgemeiner Studierendenausschuss TH KoIn
= represents student interests inside and outside the university
= Various advisory services, including legal consultation, and lots of events
v@ More info on AStA
Great!

v Advisory services free of charge

K6Iner Studierendenwerk v Included in your semester fee
KSTW / ,Werk"®

= Student dormitories, university canteens, daycare centers
= Various advisory services and workshops
= Psychological counselling

W%ngv‘ More info on KSTW

© www flaticon.com
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https://www.asta.th-koeln.de/
https://www.kstw.de/en/

Culture Shock? —
Do not worry — there is help!

KOLNER
STUDIERENDEN

At e TH Koln students can seek
psychological counseling in English or German:

AT « Book an appointment in English & ol Bact i
www ¢ Book an appointment in German
* Online counseling via anonymous chat

Great!
v Advisory services free of charge

Mental health tt I v Included in your semester fee
enta ea marttiers!

You can seek help for all different sorts of problems:

Contact difficulties, examination fears and speech inhibitions, partner problems, personal crises, study stress,
mental disorders, depressed mood...or even if you don't know exactly what's going on, but feel that it would be
good to talk to someone in confidence.

© www flaticon.com TeChn0|Ogy
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https://app.cituro.com/booking/koelnerstudierendenwerk#step=2
https://app.cituro.com/booking/koelnerstudierendenwerk#step=2
https://www.kstw.de/en/counseling/online-consulting/

Mensa/ KSTW
Food on Campus

e Bl e,
= Valid MultiCa required Meffsa-tevefki;ﬁ%f_}:;:-;::- =

= You pay by credit card, ApplePay, GooglePay
(sometimes cash)

= Select student price — otherwise you pay more
than necessary

» Vegan and vegetarian options available
» You can find the menu for each day online

= Each campus uses a slightly different system —
in case of doubt ask a fellow student ©

Good to know!

AR

) As a TH Koln student, you can eat at eve
www More info on Mensa y Yy

KSTW-canteen (incl. other universities)

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.kstw.de/en/food-service/how-to-mensa/

Share pick from KSTW

The place to go for free & well-maintained...
- electronics

- tableware

- office supplies and much more.

Where: Universitatstrafie 14, 50937 Koln
When: Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30 p.m.

CCHATZKAMMER iM SERVICEHAUS

Q Offnungszeiten: Dienstag von 14:00 - 15:30 Uhr
Adresse: Universititsstrale 14, 50937 Kdln

L

[k Annabme Behalben war uns wor

o eucEEWETINGGEY

M

Entdecke unsere Schatzkammer
deime - Anlaufstetle fir kostenlose,
gebrauchbe und gut erhaltens
Baby- und Kinderkieidung,
Elekkronik, Biromaterial, Geschirr
und vieles mehr.

Mach mét, gebrauchte Dirge smmeoll
W T L B T T
Du kennst such gut erhaltene Gegenstinde
bt ns ab-geben.

EEE
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UnlverSIty SpOl’tS hochschulsport 8
Stay active [sPORTY u
= More than 100 different sports, more than 250 courses in a week: m

Football, Zumba, Rowing, Salsa, Basketball, Hockey, Karate, Handball, Hip Hop-Dance, Baseball etc.

» Great way to meet new people and build a social network

= Many of them free of charge, included in your semester fee or for a small membership fee

Good to know! \

In Germany, many people
do sports in clubs (Vereine)

(outside the universities/
© www.pixabay.com
W, iwI wi ' More info on university sports
{7
© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/leisure-things-to-do-in-cologne_51127.php#sprungmarke_1_6

Music and Stuff
Choir, Orchestra, Radio

W%ngv‘ More info on TH Koln Choir

W%ngv‘ More info on TH Koln Symphony Orchestra

AR

www More info on Kéln Campus Radio

© www flaticon.com T@Ch n0|Ogy
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https://www.th-koeln.de/studium/chor-der-fachhochschule-koeln_8161.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/studium/sinfonieorchester-der-th-koeln_29025.php
https://www.koelncampus.com/

Events and Options to Connect

lei conmectcalogne

e et off p g Tk g ot T [RE T T *
W Copaires el o AL roeragssrs ok i Cologoes Bl o TH RN | el O e e ﬂ'#
¢ y .

Chiak gt raorp ol metat e g g S e ——— e - Fmcwwsenizstann of il s of Coliogre. foan B Sibaiuler group

e g T el By Demiach & Dodetics
" et e Nty m*“:—“#-_ﬁ_wwluﬁ-_ :ml' LY il e ke rb ey ks hiesingne @S | mevns
T i¥ [ [
mr-rhﬂ- pricy rounev » | egdgrs Feones wed Folowe = “_upmmu-:un-mmrm
Terbui: P B o rarrmhem i Gtk Fiskz et e, L]

- NoN=N X

g

| iiATcH Mg e

g AP "

RELIOE 3T N : _ R AY o B v p=r SR o s for 3 mali 0t
L s T . - i3 gy . -I - g W i T N LIE a]
i v " - g B i rgra [ [1]

- . T A

Technology
Arts Sciences

TH Koln



Useful Apps and Websites

Entdecke die besten
Events

indeiner Stadt
=  koeln.mitvergnuegen.com/

= rausgegangen.de/cologne/

=  toogoodtogo.com/en-ca/

= nebenan.de

i - BAa G o

...just to name a few!

| BIEISCNES T 4
. VIERTEL Y
11 Binge, dit i i i bei Regen mathes I inge, e ihe bm Beighchen Viens! irsmer
banm ra bty gt
05.10.2026 Technology
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https://koeln.mitvergnuegen.com/
https://rausgegangen.de/cologne/
https://www.toogoodtogo.com/en-ca/
https://www.toogoodtogo.com/en-ca/

Don‘t forget
Your next steps

= Finalize your enrollment: www.th-koeln.de/enroliment

= Register for a placement test at Language Learning Center:
www.th-koeln.de/slz

= Locate your first semester introduction for your program

= Register for Ready Study Go: www.th-koeln.de/ready study go

= Visit our website: www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

= Follow us on Instagram: l@' @thkoeln_international

Questions? Contact us:
international-degree-seekings@th-koeln.de
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http://www.th-koeln.de/enrollment
http://www.th-koeln.de/slz
http://www.th-koeln.de/ready_study_go
http://www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students
mailto:international-degree-seekings@th-koeln.de
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