First Steps @TH Koln

Pre-Arrival Web-Seminar for New International First-Year Students
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Team International Degree-Seeking Students
As part of the Department of International Affairs we advise you on...

-@tion at TH KéIn and in @

» Right of residence/immigration office

» Financing your studies
= Housing/Accommodation
» Health insurance

= Challenges during your studies

If we do not have the answer to your question, we will also support you in finding the right contact persons.
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For Starters

Have a look at: www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

Interragtional [ Incomings | Degres-Sewldng Students

4 Incomings

- ree-Seeking Students
Visa and Beskdence Permit

Accommodation

Health InsJranoe
Fimancing Your 5tudies
Alter your Arrival

TH Kifiln Buddy Program
otting Started
Advisory Services

Health amnd Satety
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Degree-Seeking Students

¥ s for international shedents
¥ Belore your Arrival

¥ Your Start of Studies at TH Kdin

Visa and Residence Permit
Accommodation

Health Insurance
Financing Your Studies
After your Arrival

TH K&In Buddy Program
Getting Started

Advisory Services

Health and Safety

Leisure

¥ saudent Life b your City
¥ Duuring your Shedies

Welcome to TH K&ln
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http://www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

Events Calendar
Keep your eyes open!
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= add to my calendar

AP

w!w| W! th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

© www.flaticon.com

Technology
Arts Sciences

TH Koln


http://www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

TH Koln Buddy Program

We create joint Buddy groups of senior TH Koln students and
new international students.

Your advantages:

» get to know students of TH Koln and benefit from their advice
and support

* receive vital information about your stay in
Cologne/Gummersbach/Leverkusen even prior to your arrival

* receive support when it comes to navigating your way around
your campus and mastering everyday life

« participate in a number of diverse joint activities

More info & registration (until March 15th, 2025) at:

AP

WWW th-koeln.de/buddy-programm

N\
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/th-koeln-buddy-program_101414.php

Ready, Study, Go
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»  Support for your academic success
* Preparation for the German labor market
* Network with companies in Cologne and the region

« Web-seminars and workshops on study financing, academic writing, side jobs, job application
trainings and German work culture...

AP

W@‘NW th-koeln.de/ready study go

Linked[f] Ready, Study, Go @TH Kein
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http://www.th-koeln.de/ready_study_go
https://www.linkedin.com/company/readystudygo
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Online-Consultation Hours
We look forward to seeing you!
V@ Direct link to online-consultation

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/online-consultation-hours_100753.php#sprungmarke_2_1

Consultation Hours

Department of International Affairs

. On campus: < After your arrival...
‘ ' ‘ Thursdays 10 a.m. - 12 noon

(no appointment required)

ﬁood to know! \

_( By telephone: We are available on each campus:
Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 12 noon and Thursdays 2 - 4 p.m. v Deutz
# T +49 221-8275-2910 v Gummersbach
x Sudstadt /

Technology
Arts Sciences

TH Koln



Let‘s stay connected!
Our communication channels

@ Stay tuned on Instagram:

@nal-degree-seekings@th-koeln.de

S

@thkoeln_international

Feel free to contact us and
watch out for emails from us:

© www.pixabay.com
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Further Information

Getting sta rted
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https://www.th-koeln.de/mam/downloads/englisch/studies/startklar_e.pdf

70 to:

Congratulations on your Admission
Next steps

© www.pixaba
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The Admission Letter

How to read it correctly?
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The Student and Examination Services
(“Studierenden- und Prufungsservice”) is responsible for
admission and enrolment

Each campus has its own office and contact
Offer for a place in a study program

Offer must be accepted: start enrolment via TH Koln platform
(CaMS)

Note deadline for enrolment

If necessary, ask for an extension of the deadline to submit
any missing documents

Info on health insurance status

Info on semester fee
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Student and Examination Services
In short: “Studienburo”

Your point of contact for ...

Admission and enrolment
Exam registration and deregistration

Re-registration

Issuing a new student ID card

Leave of absence

Exmatriculation > . )
@’ Virtual Information Forum:
and much more

Get to know the Student and Examination Services
and other central institutions of TH Koln!

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/virtual-information-forum_78529.php

CaMS - Your CampusManagementSystem

* Enrolment
« Update personal contact details
* Information on your payments and fees

« Certificates of enrolment

AP

WWW Direct access to CaMS

\Ur24
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https://cams.th-koeln.de/

Enrolment — Step by Step

1. Log on to CaMS => Request enrolment
2. Fill in application for enrolment
3. Upload enrolment documents
Student and
4. Transfer semester fee Examination
Service

checks
documents

v" Enrolment complete

A

W!W| W! More info on semester fee

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/fees_5908.php

© Lothar Drechsel / www.istock.com

Enrolment - Health Insurance
What to consider?
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Health Insurance 4:[:3
General remarks

= |In Germany we have a good health insurance system
» Having health insurance is compulsory for students in Germany © w faticon.com

= |n Germany there are two types of insurance systems: public (statutory) and
private

= Anyone under 30 is generally free to choose between the two
= The choice is binding for the entire duration of the study program

= Your blocked account provider may also offer you a health insurance
package: we suggest you still compare different providers

* Travel insurance may be alright for visa process and but not sufficient for
enrolment and your stay in Germany

= Private may look cheaper than public at first sight BUT...
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Health Insurance C[II:'
Public or private?

Why private insurances may be so cheap:

© www.flaticon.com

» Not all necessary services are covered (especially psychotherapy)
» Waiting periods, especially for childbirth

» |linesses that already exist before the start of insurance (even if not yet known) are
not insured

» Maximum term 5 years (especially critical for students doing both BA and MA)

» Extensions are not allowed if illnesses have occurred in the meantime, in particular
serious illnesses (e.g. initial contract was for 1 year, illness occurs within the first
year, result: you are not allowed to continue or this iliness will not be covered)

» Amount of deductibles vary (i.e. the amount you must pay yourself)
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Health Insurance ,:'I]:,
Public or private?

= |f possible, we recommend you insure yourself with a public health insurance

v Offers comprehensive protection in case of iliness © www flaticon.com
Good price/performance ratio
Rates and benefits are regulated by law

v
v
v" No pre-payment required for doctors and hospitals
v

Family members are insured free of charge
= You can choose a public health insurance provider

o The largest companies are: TK, AOK, DAK, Barmer

o Monthly membership fees are standardized for students (approx. 140 € per month)
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Health Insurance cll:lI:'
Private — What to consider?

= students 30 years of age or older are not part of the public health insurance system and
must take out private insurance instead

= Do not select the cheapest tariff level: the lower the fees, the lower the protection! © v Raticon.com

» Read the insurance conditions carefully; these are not regulated by law
for private providers

= Check carefully whether the insurance covers your own pre-existing diseases
and personal medical needs

» Possible providers:

Dr. Walter (tariff: Provisit Student)

Vela (tariff: Optimal)

Care Concept (tariff: Care Student)

Mawista (tariff: Student Pro)

Ottonova (tariff: Secure Premium)

and others
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https://www.provisit.com/en/provisit-student
https://www.vela.insure/en/products/health-insurance/
https://www.care-concept.de/private_studentenversicherung_eng.php?navilang=eng
https://www.mawista.com/en/tariffs/health-insurance-student/
https://www.ottonova.de/en/v/private-health-insurance/students?_gl=1*snl8pn*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiA4fi7BhC5ARIsAEV1YiYiz4qA7NdNpbahbrPheEOL_doB3S__hRnF87JFD1KVcGoS9UYCHuAaApH_EALw_wcB

Health Insurance 4:33
Enrolment

= Proof of health insurance is a mandatory requirement for enrolment

© www.flaticon.com

= All German universities participate in the online “student reporting process”

= Contact your chosen public health insurance company by e-mail and
let them know that you would like to enroll at TH Koln

= Privately insured: The status must also be sent via the online student reporting
process from a public health insurance company to TH Koln
(you can contact any public health insurance company)

» Health insurance company will send M10 notification to TH Koln

AR

www More info on health insurance
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/health-insurance-for-internationals_82214.php

DISCLAIMER: external offer, not a TH Koln offer

Info Session 'Health Insurance
for International Students'

Before you can start your studies in Germany, you have Die

to contact a public health insurance. Join our free online »
info session to receive information and support. TEChnlker

v@ Direct link to info sessions
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https://online-terminvergabe-techniker.de/Portal/Event/SD0UPS
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campusIV  Semesterbeitrag TLIAS
Multica PSSO Semesterticket
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Enrolment Documents Complete?
Next steps

Technology
Arts Sciences

TH Koln



Enrolment — Step by Step

© o N o O

Campus ID is sent to you via email => activate
Student ID card is sent to you by post => validate
TAN list for exam registration => activate
Certificate of enrolment => download

Semester ticket => download
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Your CampusID
Functions

Personal log-in to various systems you will use as a student:

v CaMS

v Your personal TH Koln email inbox

v University network via VPN / WiFi

v' Examination and Student Service Online (PSSO)
v Teaching and learning platform (ILU)

v' CampuslD-Center

FH Egrin

TH Kain Login
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CaMsS - |hr CampusManagementSystem

CaMs

Language options (German => English) > | = Deutsch
m Appbanis Sl Sram

Weilcome 1o CaM5 - TH K&in's campus managemant sysism

TH Kiir's campus managsmen! sysiem CaMs s TH Kbin's oentral online platicem for applicants, shadents and stafl

Applicants
Rogistration and login fof applicants

Students Once you are fully enroled...
o nfoemation and login for sbudents of TH Kidn % (

...you log on to CaMS with
your Campus ID!
o Staft

Infedmalion and legin for TH Koln's <talf
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How will | receive my CampusiD?

= By email from Campus IT (noreply@th-koeln.de) with the reference
,Ihr Hochschulaccount der Technischen Hochschule Koln*

= You will receive a password and a user name

» Check your email-inbox regularly (incl. spam filter) .

TH Kain Login
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mailto:noreply@th-koeln.de

Your CampusID
To Do's

v Activate CampusID
v Log on to the CampusID Center and familiarize yourself with its functions
v Set up mail forwarding from TH-K&In-smail to your private email address

v Please note: during your studies, the Student and Examination Services
(and some professors) will only accept emails from your TH Koln-smail-address
for identification and security reasons

AR

W'W| w |\/|0re infO on CampUSID [only available in German]

‘@' Video Tutorial CampusID

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/hochschule/die-campusid_23800.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_13

Your student ID card
In short: MultiCa = Multifunctional chip card

S e e naa W Fechrradoagy
Stucheddt keneity Cand :

L" Markies Manuesla
i b ST | . .
' 2 | Your matriculation number

= |dentification for exams and for use of your semester ticket, to get the reduced prices in the university canteens
or to get other student discounts

= Library card => borrow books for free

= Copy card => put money on the card at the terminal on campus

Please make sure to validate your card on campus after arrival.
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/multica_5893.php#sprungmarke_1_47

How will | receive my student ID card?

= ...as soon as the enrolment is complete and you see
the status "enrolled" in CaMS

-Johnson

= By post to Germany only
(that is why you are requested to submit a German address for enrolment)

Your name

» Check your letter box: name must be clearly written

= |f you don’t have an address, yet, you may use an address of a friend or family member
anywhere in Germany (c/o)

Jonas Johnson
make sure to use c/o address correctly and inform contact person c/o Fam. Schulte

Poststralle 12

85567 Munchen
W!Wl !W, More info on MultiCa

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/multica_5893.php

MultiCa-letter

o P
.

English version available via
www.th-koeln.de/multica-letter

Activate
TAN-list for PSSO

Page 1
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Info on MultiCa
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http://www.th-koeln.de/multica-letter

MultiCa-letter

Info on
semester ticket

Page 2
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Student and Examination Service Online
In short; PSSO

» (De-)register for exams
» Keep track of your transcript of records

» Self-service platform
» For each transaction you need a transaction number (short: TAN) for security reasons

Fid

. Welcome to Cnline Examination and Student Services (F5501 - our anline
podtal for students, keciurers and staffl

W@ ‘w IWi ! More info on PSSO

Eﬂ' Video Tutorial on PSSO

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/online-examination-and-student-services-psso_5918.php
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_9

Your Semester Ticket

Included in semester fee

Free use of busses, trams and regional trains

Valid in the whole of Germany
= No express trains (IC or ICE)!

v" Don’t forget to download your “Semesterticket

Deutschlandsemesterticket # p.ricen e ot o ;‘; ';.':'E_"f..

I.:=|;:_.-'_I:L-.-_|-u|r..-l rnj u1 . R Marlies Manuela

T4 Ko e - . I winn cler Haviel

Ora % —r— 123456789
=
Please note
Wwww More info on semester ticket Only valid with active MultiCa!
‘@’ Video Tutorial on semester ticket
© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.asta.th-koeln.de/beratung-und-service/semesterticket/
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_18
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_9

Teaching and Learning Platform

In short: LU
- . ILIAS Ledrring Ervdrenment of TH K8
. ﬁ Repository
= Electronic open-source platform | Welcome to the ILIAS Learming Environment of TH Kain

Fuculinen

» Lecturers upload materials here

= Registration for courses often takes place here
(not registration for exams!)

AP

www Direct link to IL

N\ o

© www.flaticon.com
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https://ilu.th-koeln.de/login.php?client_id=thkilu&cmd=force_login&lang=en

The Semester Start
Let's Go
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The Semester Start
Academic Calendar

Where can | find the official semester dates?

Technodogy R
Arts Sciences
TH Eiéln
Homw  Abowl  Acoderics  Brimrratiorsd Snak
Important!

 aiais P B Individual lecture starts may vary
= Ugsberd o Dnarviraios ;
st Antnic Cemcar from Faculty to Faculty

S = L & J A o it e b i
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/semester-dates_11444.php

The Semester Start
Schedule

Where can | find my schedule?

— Check information on the website
of your study program under
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— Check ILU and any other
platforms mentioned
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(date will be published on the website of your
study program under "For students®)

Attend the first semester welcome of your faculty
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/information-for-first-year-students_75721.php

The Semester Start
Late Arrival

What happens if | don’t get my visa on time?
— ltis not possible to defer your admission

— You can enrol without a visa but you must pay the semester fee and possibly health insurance

contributions

— You can arrive any time during the semester but you might not be able to complete your classes

© danishc/istock.com

— We cannot speed up your visa process but we can issue you a “late arrival” letter for the Embassy
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Accommodation
What to consider?
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Accommodation o,
Student Dorms LUEfk STUEReeN

Kolner Studierendenwerk — short: “werk” —

maintains several dormitories in Cologne, Leverkusen and
Gummersbach |

© Kolner Stud denwerk (Martina Goyert)

Good to know:
Students in Germany usually live in shared apartments

(“Wohngemeinschaften, WG”) where you share your apartment and rent
with other flatmates.
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Accommodation -
Student Dorms e rk STUDERENDEN

WERK

v" Apply now for a place in the student dormitory
—  www.kstw.de/wohnen/bewerbung

— Select all types of housing in the online application
— Waiting time up to 6 months

v Accept the offer, even if it does not have the desired location; all dormitories are connected
to the public transport system.

v" No room guarantee, be sure to also search privately

AP

www More info on housing and tips on finding a place to live

N
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http://www.kstw.de/wohnen/bewerbung
https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/accommodation_54136.php

Web-Seminar
Apartment Hunting Tips

Apartment Hunting Tips [in English]

Web-5aminar for international students, 11/023/2025

Finding an apartment in Colegne or the
surrounding area is not easy - especially if
you come from abroad. Where can | ook
for an apartment? How does the
apartment search work? What do | have to
keep in mind? We will talk about these
questions in our web-seminar.

Bl ataciance

Apartment Hunting Tips

Wet-Seminar for international students

Whare? Whaen?

R T B 1022008
Meeting-10: 685 B468 1940 'E 1400 1o D
Identification Code: welcome25 ; '

& add to my calendar

#1 Foom-Link
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After your arrival
Important steps
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After your Arrival
Registering your place of residence

When to go?
Two weeks after you have moved into “permanent” place of residence
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www More info on city registration
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/after-your-arrival_50346.php#sprungmarke_1_1

Visa vs. Residence Permit
Basics

Most non-EU nationals must enter Germany on a visa

» Most visa are issued for at least 6 months, often even for 1 year
« Some nationals may enter Germany without a visa

» They can stay in Germany for 3 months

g.ﬂ---= AUFENTHALTSTITEL ¥70101v01)
« Allnon-EU citizens must request a residence permit i
for study purposes from the immigration office in Germany i"r T 1 mi‘m
» You have entered visa-free: apply for residence permit within three months _ 31:::@;_:33315
» You have entered with a visa: apply for residence permit within validity period of your visa u'ﬂnm 5:2:7:?

ICE Y AT ©BAMF

Please note: Process takes time!
Do not wait until the last day but kick-off the process at least
3 months in advance or shortly after having registered with the city.
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Visa
General Info
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Residence Permit
Application Process

1. Find out the contact information of your responsible immigration office
according to your place of residence

Be pro-active!

2. Submit required documents via email or online form

Submit the standard set of documents by email/online
form instead of just asking for an appointment.

3. Immigration office will check documents;
in some cases they may require additional documents

4. Receive invitation for an appointment, pay fee of € 110, leave fingerprints

Note: if your visa expires before your residence permit is ready,
you may be issued a Fiktionsbescheinigung (preliminary document)

5. Collect your residence permit

ﬂ -'-! AUFENTHALTSTITEL Y70901 '.I'|:|1__

iy et rr—
ML T RN

Eriks

- :.um—.—,_"- oL
Ea TLR 12 Dl LD

BE O MEELECD]ONOR BT NN D BERCEY
el et | S sy D LT AsAm

g 25732
ST T © BAMF

Keep in mind:

proof of financial resources
(€ 992 per month / € 11,904 for one year)
must be provided every time you extend
your residence permit
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After your arrival
Residence permit
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www More info on residence permit
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/after-your-arrival_50346.php#sprungmarke_1_4

Web-Seminar
Residence Permit

Visa, Residence Permit and the Immigration Office [in
English]

Web-Seminar for international students, 09/05/2025

Are you a nen-EU student at TH Kéln with a
study visa or residence permit? Join our
upcoming session to get valuable insights!
Learn abaut your responsibilities, the
Immigration Office, and tips for extending
your residence permit. Stay informed and
prepared - don’t miss out on this
important information!

Visa, Residence Permit and the Immigration Office [in English]
Web-5eminar for international students

Whera? When?
Online via Zoom 09/05/2025
Meeting-Il: 655 4827 5203 E 12-30 to 14:00

Kenncode: 052025

w2  add to oy calendar
#1 Zoom-Link e
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Additional Support
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Language Learning Center
German language courses

IMPORTANT ADVICE:

» Make time in your schedule to include a German language course
» German language skills are extremely important when it comes to finding a part-time job

= Solid German skills help you to settle in more easily inside and outside the university

Great!
=  German courses on levels A1 to B2+

v" Free of charge

» Thematic German courses:
v Included in your semester fee

Technical German, How to hold a presentation, How to apply

= Writing Consultation for International Students (German as a Foreign Language)

ACW\ . Save the date!
www More info on German courses

Placement tests in March!
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/german-as-a-foreign-language_78581.php

Fachschaft
Student Association of your Faculty

= organize social events for first-year students

= sell lecture notes or exams from previous semesters

= help you with questions about the timetable

= provide information on examination matters, for example how to behave in case of iliness
during exams and in which cases you can view your exam

= you can drop by the student association’s open office hours without an appointment

Great!

v less formal
@ v"insider information from
www More info other students
A4 —
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/getting-started-at-th-koeln_66082.php#sprungmarke_1_4

University sports ®
Stay aCt|Ve ;;-:=j§3§::::';.§i- kiiln

* More than 100 different sports, more than 250 courses in a week

* Most of them free of charge - m W

« Great way to meet new people and build a scoial network

Football, Zumba, Rowing, Salsa, Basketball, Hockey, Karate, Handball, Hip Hop-Dance, Baseball etc.

A

© www.pixabay.com

AR

www More info on university sports

© www.flaticon.com
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https://www.th-koeln.de/en/international_office/leisure-things-to-do-in-cologne_51127.php#sprungmarke_1_6

Don‘t forget
Your next steps

Finalize your enrolment: www.th-koeln.de/enroliment

Register for the Buddy Program: www.th-koeln.de/buddy-programm

Register for Ready Study Go: www.th-koeln.de/ready study go

Visit our website: www.th-koeln.de/international-first-year-students

Follow us on Instagram: |©' @thkoeln_international

’ Questions? Contact us:
international-degree-seekings@th-koeln.de
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