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Abstract
Reading keeps changing: From a process largely bound to a static context, whether in a book 
or on a sign or a train schedule, reading has increasingly become a set of practices keeping 
up with (and also producing) information in networks and on screens. Starting as a kind of 
art, bound to a religious or aesthetic canon, reading has since been reconceptualized as a 
set of functional competencies, skills to be mobilized, transferred and deployed in order to 
navigate ever more complex informational environments. Correspondingly, the question of 
attention has become increasingly important, particularly in opposition to concerns over inat-
tention and distraction—especially “digital distraction.” While the historical evidence suggests 
we are today indeed more distracted in our reading than before, attention and its opposite 
can only be viewed dialectically, as phenomena occurring between subject and (intentional) 
object, between figure and ground, activity and passivity, etc. In this presentation, Prof. Norm 
Friesen (Boise State University) works to locate the screen, the page and the commitments 
of pedagogy itself within this dialectic.
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