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Call for Papers  

 

18th International Migration Conference 

Thurs., June 21 to Sat., June 23, 2018 

Technical University, Cologne 

Faculty of Applied Social Sciences 

Competence Platform for Migration, Intercultural Education and Organizational Development, in 

cooperation with the research focus ‘Media Worlds’ 

 

Migration – Medien – Öffentlichkeit 

Migration – Media – The Public 

 

The media and public have a huge importance in modern globalized and digitalized societies. The 

media generate information, making this available for social communication. At the same time, 

the information is received in and by the public and further disseminated together with various 

other information people have, their commentaries and positionings. The digital media permit 

direct contact between the public and professional media makers as well as between various 

partial publics. The impact of digitalization has changed the debates on migration and how people 

in society deal with the topic of migration.  

In this context, various spheres can be differentiated that are relevant for research. On one hand, 

there is the classic journalistic reportage in the media in text, image and sound. It is oriented to 

the public generally, or in the case of the so-called ‘ethno-media,’ particularly to migrants and/or 

specific national and ethnic/linguistic migrant groups. The kind of reportage makes a decisive 

contribution to what knowledge, images and attitudes regarding migrants and migration are 

disseminated and (re)produced. In the context of deepening digitalization, however, today lay 

persons also have the possibility, via the so-called interactive media (in particular the social 

media) to publish on (semi-) platforms their information, positions and their own experiences with 

migration as well. Via social media, migrants also additionally maintain transborder contacts with 

family & friends, etc., creating in this way a transnational public. Not least they also utilize the 

media in order to remain informed about paths of and options for migration, and also the 

associated risks and dangers.  

Thus, in the context of migration, the media exercise a presence and impact on various levels. On 

one hand, they can contribute to reportage and the creation and promotion of specific imagery 

pertaining to migrants; on the other, the media are also used as tools for memory, communication 

and coordination. There has been systematic scientific research on the connection between 
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migration, the media and the public at least since the 1960s. As a result of contemporary events, 

such as the so-called ‘refugee crisis’ (2015/16) or the ‘Cologne New Year’s Night’ (2016), the 

topic of ‘media integration’ has again been heavily revaluated. How the media deal with these 

events shows on one hand that the media report on them in a differentiated and comprehensive 

manner; on the other, we see that the media and public frequently still situate the topic migration 

in the context of religious fundamentalism/extremism, crime and danger, that migration for the 

media principally comprises a social process with a negative connotation, and that migrants tend 

to appear principally as objects of ascription. However, at the same time a look at how the new 

media are used also reveals that new forms of counter-publics are also emerging here.  

Against this backdrop, the international conference will provide a space for presentation and 

discussion of research, in particular exploring the question of the nexus between migration, the 

media and the public. For example, it will seek to better comprehend what connections exist 

between the media and public in regard to the topic of migration, how people perceive and shape 

this relation, and what political influences are associated with it. In this connection, historical and 

international perspectives can also be addressed as thematic foci. Of interest are likewise studies 

on the (re-)presentation of migrants in the media, the question of the extent to which persons 

from a migration background are themselves involved in media production. Another key question 

is: what media do migrants use, for what reasons and motives?  A further important topic is the 

question pertaining to the consequences of media diversity and digital, global and transcultural 

networking. Of interest are also presentations on migration, the media and the public in relation to 

age and/or gender, as well as language maintenance and aspects of individual and social 

multilingualism. Another topical focus area is the sphere of education. How do the schools and 

spheres of social work deal with and reflect upon the topic of migration in their daily practice, both 

in connection with their own teaching materials as well as in relation to critical-reflective and 

creative confrontation with media reporting on migrants and their own media behavior.  

 

Key topical areas (please indicate the category in your proposal): 

1. Connections between migration, the media and the public, also historical and 

international-comparative papers 

2. (Re)presentation of migrants in the media 

3. Participation of migrants in media production 

4. Reception of the media by migrants 

5. Media diversity and its consequences 

6. Digital (partial) publics, migration and migrants 

7. Media reception/utilization in connection with age, gender, formal education and 

economic resources 

8. Role of the media in the school and social work 
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9. Media, the public and cultures of memory 

 

Submission  

Interested potential presenters are requested to submit an abstract of 500 words maximum, 

including a title, along with a brief bio and contact address (e-mail, telephone and postal 

address). Please indicate the subtopic under which your presentation should be included, and 

also whether you can present and discuss in both the conference languages (English and 

German) or only in one.  For that purpose, please use the online form available at 

www.migrationskonferenz.ch 

 
Proposal submission deadline:                         31 December 2017 
Notification on proposals by:                                         28 February 2018 
 
Submit proposal  per email to Tobias Studer, tobias.studer@fhnw.ch 
Conference languages:  German and English 
Information and contact: www.irm-trier.de   and  www.migrationskonferenz.ch   
 

Organizers 

 Competence Platform for Migration, Intercultural Education and Development, in cooperation 
with the research focus ‘Media Worlds‘, Faculty of Applied Social Sciences, Technical 
University, Cologne (Germany) 

 Institute Integration and Participation, School of Social Work, University of Applied Sciences 
and Arts Northwestern Switzerland FHNW, Olten (Switzerland)  

 Centre de Documentation sur les Migrations Humaines CDMH (Dudelange, Luxembourg) 
 Institute for Regional and Migration Research IRM (Trier, Germany) 
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Members of the Program Committee 

 Dr. Muharrem Acikgöz, Gaziantep University (Turkey) 
 Yasemin Ahi, IRM, Istanbul (Turkeyi) 
 Dario Cieol, Centre de Documentation sur les Migrations Humaines CDMH, Dudelange 

(Luxembourg) 
 Dr. Philipp Eigenmann, IRM and University of Zürich (Switzerland) 
 Prof. Dr. Dieter Filsinger, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Social Work and 

Childhood Education, University of Technology and Economy, Saarland (htw saar) (Germany) 
 Prof. Dr. Thomas Geisen, School of Social Work, University of Applied Sciences and Arts 

Northwestern Switzerland FHNW, Olten 
 Gwendolyn Gilliéron (IRM, Marocco) 
 Sevda Güneş (IRM, Switzerland) 
 Prof. Dr. em. Marianne Krüger-Potratz, University of Münster (Germany) 
 Dr. Bruno Michon, ESTES / Université de Strasbourg (France) 
 Prof. Dr. Markus Ottersbach, Technical University Cologne (Germany) 
 Prof. Dr. Ulla Peters, IRM and University of  Luxembourg (Luxembourg) 
 Antoinette Reuter, IRM (Luxembourg) 
 Prof. Dr. Karin Elinor Sauer, Dual University Baden-Württemberg, Villingen-Schwenningen 

(Germany)  
 Dr. Tobias Studer, IRM and Institute Integration and Participation, School of Social Work, 

University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland FHNW, Olten (Switzerland)  


